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tax on the rich. The subsidy solutions that are offered are
very short-term and have terrible effects in the long run.
The fight against corruption occurs with the development
of smart and e-government.

In the past few years, many words such as innovation
factory, innovation area, science and technology parks,
knowledge-based and creative companies, etc. have been
added to the country's science and technology literature.
Great achievements have been fulfilled in these years, but
in order to deal with these issues, the process must be
accelerated.

In order to make a difference in this area, the government
can provide incentives to increase private sector investment.
This should also happen in areas such as the media.

We have our own capacities and unique innovations. We
must note that the way to deal with events that affect our
society is not to imitate the methods of other countries;
Rather, we must develop our own innovation and, if we are
to use the methods of others, localize it according to the
structure of our country.

The law of surge in production is also one of the most

effective laws that we have been involved in for about 3
years, which is a direction towards the knowledge-based
economy and tried to solve the problems during these
years.

It is not a solution to all the existing problems, but is a
railway for the development of the country for the next 20
years, Sattari said.

The Innovation and Prosperity Fund affiliated with the Vice
Presidency of Science and Technology has earmarked a
sum of 170 trillion rials (nearly 650$ million) to support
knowledge-based companies over the past 4 years.

There are currently 6,263 knowledge-based companies
operating in the country, offering advanced products
and services in various fields of technology to domestic
and foreign markets, and some of them have entered
international markets, Siavash Maleki, deputy head of the
Fund, stated.

The fields of aircraft maintenance, steel, pharmaceuticals,
medical equipment, oil, and gas are among the sectors
that researchers in technology companies have engaged
in, leading to import reduction.

India hosting permanent exhibition of Iranian knowledge-based products

A permanent exhibition of Iranian knowledge-based
products, aiming to facilitate exports to India, kicked off in
the Indian state of Odisha.

This export base in the industrial sector of Odisha State,
in cooperation with the Odisha Assembly of Small and
Medium Enterprises (OASME), has provided an exhibition
space for products with export potential and has facilitated
the possibility of establishing relations with small industries
in India. It is worth mentioning that plans have been
made for joint cooperation with the Indian government,
especially the National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC)
to accelerate the process of successful presence and
economic interactions of Iranian companies.

In this center, services include displaying companie’s
products for a year in a permanent exhibition, marketing
in India, monitoring and initial price analysis of similar
products and pricing consulting, holding meetings and
business negotiations with Indian companies, consulting
for obtaining certificates and product standards, benefiting
from local expert marketers, facilitating the transfer of
currency, consulting the transportation of goods and
products to the target country for knowledge-based
companies.

The Indian market of more than 1.3 billion people has
provided a unique opportunity for Iranian companies to
introduce and sell knowledge-based products. At present,
the volume of trade between the two countries in 2020 is
about 2.1$ billion, which includes 330$ million in exports of
I[ranian products to India.

Innovation houses abroad

The Vice Presidency for Science and Technology also
supports the establishment of innovation houses in other
countries to develop the export of knowledge-based
products.

Exporting technological products of Iranian knowledge-

based companies is one of the important and key programs
of the vice presidency for science and technology, and in
this regard, three houses of innovation and technology
were inaugurated in Kenya, China and Syria.

And countries like Turkey, Iraqg, Afghanistan, and Pakistan
are set to host the innovation houses in near future.

By supporting innovative ideas, holding technological and
innovative events, the centers will be a platform for the
development and promotion of Iranian knowledge-based
companies, startups, and creative industries.

The centers are mainly formed with the investment and
support of the private sector to provide the necessary
infrastructure for their exports through the innovation
houses. In each center, the products of more than 50
knowledge-based and creative companies are presented,
such as health and medicine, information technology,
machinery, and equipment.

Iranian knowledge-based goods to be produced in 7
countries

Iran will launch production lines of knowledge-based
products in seven countries, namely Turkey, Armenia,
Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Syria, Irag, and
Kenya, Marzieh Shaverdi, the manager of the Innovation
and Prosperity Fund, said on December 4.

The Vice Presidency for Science and Technology will
provide special support to facilitate export for knowledge-
based companies with quality products over the next 6
months.

Mehdi Ghalehnoei, an official with the Vice Presidency for
Science and Technology, said in February that last year,
knowledge-based companies gained about 800$ million
in revenue from export, and this year it seems to reach up
to 2$ billion. “Africa, neighboring countries, Southeast Asia
and Eurasia are our export target priorities, and we hope
to create Iranian innovation and technology in all these
areas,” he added.
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Uzbekistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Investment and Foreign Trade Sardor Umurzakov has
announced readiness to develop technological cooperation
with Iran.

Good opportunities exist for technological cooperation
between the two countries and Uzbekistan is ready
to interact with Iran in this field, appreciating Iran’s
achievements in the field of technology, innovation, and
development of knowledge-based firms, he added.
Umurzakov made the remarks during a visit to the
permanent exhibition of Iranian technological products,
with the presence of the Iranian Vice-President for Science
and Technology, Sourena Sattari.

Referring to the establishment of the Uzbek Ministry of
Innovative Development, he said that the nascent Ministry
is willing to cooperate with Iran in the field of technology.

Stating that Iran’s experience can lead to the development
of Uzbekistan's science and technology parks, companies,
and start-ups, he added that the two countries can even
produce joint products.

Knowledge and research should be developed and
scientific plans should be designed, but it is important that
these plans are commercialized and realized in the field of
production, he added.

Emphasizing the need to create a roadmap to form
extensive cooperationinthefield of science and technology,
he suggested that an Uzbek delegation consisting of
businesses and technology activists visit Iran to review all
areas of the cooperation and create the roadmap.
Umurzakov also invited Sattari to his country to attend
Tashkent International Investment Forum.

Referring to the activity of 6500 knowledge-based
companies and more than 1,500 creative companies,
Sattari said that there are more than 10,000 startups in
the country, which are among the leading ones in various
fields of technology and innovation.

More than 98 percent of the country’s medicine is
produced domestically by the efforts of knowledge-based
companies. We now have the most powerful biotechnology
companies in the region that export to other countries, he
further explained.

Governments must prepare the ground for the interaction
of entrepreneurs, professionals, and technologists on both
sides, and in this direction, we are ready to lay the necessary
groundwork, he also highlighted.

Science, technology advancement with knowledge-based ecosystem

Today, the country’'s knowledge-based ecosystem
accounts for more than 3 percent of GDP. And the figure
is projected to reach 5 percent, however, the main goal is
to step toward a 10 percent share in GDP, Sourena Sattari,
vice president for science and technology said.

Today, the share of knowledge-based companies in the
country's economy has exceeded 9 quadrillion rials (about
34$ billion), and since 2019, it has experienced a growth of
more than 450 percent, he stated.

The knowledge-based ecosystem is a newly-emerged
ecosystem but has so far been able to solve many of the
country’s problems.

In every field where few knowledge-based companies are
active, there is the highest import and the greatest impact
of sanctions. For example, we have problems in the field
of agriculture and food security because the number of
knowledge-based companies is not sufficient.

In the field of food security, billions of dollars are spent
on importing simple things. While the country has the
requisite scientific capacity to solve these problems.

With our high scientific potential and the growth of
technology, we should not get to the point where we want
to import the food we need. Development of food supply
chains is one of the future plans of the vice presidency for
science and technology, he further explained.

There have been great developments in non-oil exports in
recent years and large companies have sprung up, but we
still have a long way to go. The same is true in the field of
knowledge-based firms. Today, most of the exports take
place in the field of biotech.

Biotechnology in our country is a very creative and
innovative nascent ecosystem that is growing and
conquering international markets.

Fighting in the economic field and reducing inflation and
poverty in the country have two simple solutions. The first
solution is to reform the business environment, much of
which is to eliminate corruption. The second solution is a
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The 11th International Innovation and Technology
Exhibition (INOTEX 2022) will be held from May 10-13
at Tehran’s Pardis Technology Park.

With the theme of ‘innovation ecosystem under one
roof', INOTEX is Iran’s biggest technology event and
the forerunner in the region, bringing technology
and innovation experts around the world together
to bridge the gap between innovators, investors, and
traders.

The United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) Technology and Innovation
Report 2021 has placed Iran among upper-
middle countries in terms of readiness for frontier

technologies.

The index yielded results for 158 countries with the
United States, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom
receiving the highest scores on a scale of 0 to 1. Based
on their rankings, countries are placed within one of
four -25percentile score groups: low, lower-middle,
upper-middle, and high values of the index.

The report has put Iran in the 71st position with a total
score of 0.46, higher than Qatar, Oman, and Morocco.
Iran was also placed 82 in ICT, 74 in skills, 37 in R&D,
130 in industry, and 53 in finance sectors, according to
Iran National Inventions Team.

Only a few countries currently create frontier
technologies, but all countries need to prepare for
them.

To assess national capabilities to equitably use,
adopt and adapt these technologies this report has
developed a ‘readiness index'. The index comprises five
building blocks: ICT deployment, skills, R&D activity,
industry activity, and access to finance, according to
the report.

Iran will soon inaugurate its fifth innovation center in
Turkey aiming to find new markets for domestically-
made high-tech products.

Iran has already established innovation centers in
Russia, Syria, China, and Kenya.

In December 2021, Marzieh Shaverdi, the manager
of the Innovation and Prosperity Fund, said Iran
will launch production lines of knowledge-based
products in seven countries, namely Turkey, Armenia,
Afghanistan, Bosnia, and Herzegovina, Syria, Irag, and
Kenya.

100 foreign investors attend Tehran’s TIM 2022

Some 100 investors from 13 countries participated in
the 4th Technology Investment Meeting (TIM 2022) of
the D8- Organization for Economic Cooperation held
February 21-22 in Tehran.

D8- includes major Muslim developing countries namely,
Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria,
Pakistan, and Turkey.

Creating the capacity to use the pristine markets of the D8
countries for domestic investors is an important goal of
this event.

The Innovation and Prosperity Fund and Pardis Technology
Park hosted the event, aiming to address the investment
potentials in Islamic developing countries in order to open
up an opportunity for foreign and domestic investors.

The investors are negotiating with Iranian knowledge-
based companies in an exhibition held in Tehran, which will
help the internationalization and development of exports
and foreign markets, Siavash Malekifar, deputy head of
Innovation and Prosperity Fund said.

The exhibition displays the achievements of 32
international knowledge-based firms that have entered
the export market, operating in different fields of
information technology, software, hardware, electronics

and telecommunications, machinery and health, advanced
materials, and chemical technologies, he explained.

Milad Sadrkhanlou, the secretary of TIM, announced that
11 technology investment contracts and agreements worth
10.6$ million were signed during the event. The three areas
of fintech, health, and information technology were the
subject of most agreements and contracts.

One of the main aspects of international investment is
the creation of financial and technical infrastructure for
knowledge and technology companies, he added.
Goodopportunities, suchasabundantmanpoweralongside
cheap knowledge-based and technological products, have
attracted foreign investors, despite unilateral sanctions, to
consider the Iranian knowledge-based ecosystem.
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Some 415 new solar power plant units with a total capacity
of 2.4 megawatts (MW) have gone operational across Iran
over the past two months, the spokesman of the country’s
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Organization
(SATBA) announced.

According to Jafar Mohammadnejad Sigaroudi, so far,
more than 6,674 such solar power stations have been put
into operation in the country.

Sigaroudi noted that the contribution of support
organizations such as Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation
and Basij Organization in this field has facilitated the
development of the renewable industry in Iran.

As reported, the above-mentioned organizations are
currently collaborating with SATBA to help deprived
households in rural areas construct solar power plants and
sell the generated electricity to the Energy Ministry in the
form of 20 year guaranteed purchase agreements with
SATBA.

The capacity of Iran’s renewable power plants currently

ICT Infrastructure Set to Expand

The Information and Communications Technologies
Ministry has announced the conclusion of a contract to
increase the capacity of the ICT network’s infrastructure
by 70% during the launch of the Fiber Optic Network
Development Project.

Information and Communications Technologies
Minister Isa Zarepour has announced the conclusion
of a contract to increase the capacity of the country’s
ICT network infrastructure by 70%.

The access layer project has been inaugurated and
other departments will also implement major projects
in the ICT Ministry and one of them pertains to the
country’'s communications network infrastructure, the
ICT minister said.

“As the capacity of access layer increases, the
transmission layer in cities and provinces should be
strengthened by the Telecommunications Company
of Iran. Intra-provincial transmission network and its
infrastructure should also be developed,” Zarepour said
at the launch of the Fiber Optic Network Development
Project.

“During a ceremony , the contract for the 70% increase

exceeds 920 MW among which solar power plants have
the biggest share of electricity production, followed by
wind power plants

Renewables, including hydropower, account for about
seven percent of the country's total energy generation,
versus natural gas's 90 percent share.

According to SATBA's Head Mohammad Satakin, the
number of small-scale solar power plants across the
country which are used by households or small industries
is increasing noticeably as Iranian households and small
industries are embracing the new technology with open
arms and investors also seem eager for more contribution
in this area.

Back in January, the Energy Ministry and some of the
country's private contractors signed memorandums of
understanding (MOU) for cooperation in the construction
of renewable power plants to generate 10,000 MW (10
gigawatts) of electricity across the country.

The MOUs were signed following the Energy Ministry's
public call for the contribution of private companies in
a project for developing renewable power plants in the
country.

Speaking in the signing ceremony, Energy Minister Ali-
Akbar Mehrabian said: “When the private sector invests in
this industry [the renewables], the government is obliged
to return the equivalent of the investment plus its interests
to the investor.”

Mehrabian noted that the government has allocated over
30 trillion rials (about 115.8$ million) for the development
of renewables in the budget bill for the next Iranian
calendar year (begins on March 21), saying that it is an
unprecedented budget in this area.

in the country's network infrastructure during a
nine-month process using domestic equipment and
knowhow [and technologies] will be unveiled,” he
added.
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