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The chairman of the Tehran E-Commerce Association

stressed the urgent need for the government to make
faster decisions in the digital economy sector, warning that
Iran must attract at least two billion dollars of investment
annually to achieve its stated development goals. He added
that many previous investors have either left the country or
faced restrictive security pressures, and emphasized that
creating a pathway for new capital inflow is essential for the
sector's growth.

According to our correspondent, the specialized forum
tited “From Challenge to Solution” convened on
November 16 th, with the participation of representatives
from the Central Bank of Iran, digital business leaders,
executives of the Tehran E-Commerce Association,
and members of the media at the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce.

Nima Ghazi, highlighting discussions from recent meetings
with senior government officials—including the Deputy
Governor for New Technologies at the Central Bank, the
Secretary of the Digital Economy Taskforce, the Minister
of Economy, the head of the Planning and Budget
Organization, and other cabinet members—stated:"Our
main focus is on shortening the decision-making timeline.
If decisions are not made now, major opportunities will be
lost.”

Ghazi noted that negotiations have been underway
regarding the authority of specialized task forces and
stressed the importance of private sector involvement in
policymaking mechanisms.

“We are actively pursuing a framework that ensures
meaningful private sector participation. Four major
associations have already been nominated to join these
structures,” he said.

He also highlighted the need to revisit the private sector’s
position within the Supreme Council of Cyberspace,
adding: "How is it possible that the key operators of this
ecosystem are absent from core decision-making? For two
years we have been submitting internet quality reports to
the Council, yet there is no effective access or follow-up.”
According to Ghazi, two major outcomes emerged from
the recent meeting with the heads of Iran’s three branches
of government: The Speaker of Parliament has promised
to hold a dedicated session at the Majlis Research Center
to review digital economy legislation with active input from
private sector experts.

The Judiciary Chief has agreed to establish a special
task group—including three to five private sector
representatives—to provide expert advisory opinions on
cases related to the digital economy.

Reiterating the urgent need for capital, Ghazi said: “To
achieve the country’s digital economy targets, we must
attract at least two billion dollars of investment every year.
Unfortunately, previous investors were either pushed out of
the country or faced security-driven restrictions. If we aim
to grow, we must reopen the path for new investment.”
Ghazi also welcomed the creation of a more constructive
dialogue between digital economy representatives and the
Central Bank.

“Differences of opinion remain significant, but at least
conversations have begun. Previously, communication was
entirely one-sided and ineffective,” he said.
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Minister’s Initiative Opens Direct Dialogue Between Digital Economy Leaders and
Government Authorities

A new phase of direct engagement between
Iran’s digital economy stakeholders and top
government authorities has begun, following
an initiative by the Minister of Communications
and Information Technology. After a three-
hour meeting was held recently between digital
economy representatives and ministry officials—
where several demands requiring coordination
among the three branches of government were
raised—the President’s support and the Minister’s
follow-up efforts led to a joint session between
the heads of all three branches and executives of
major digital companies. The meeting, held at the
President’s Office, resulted in decisions aimed at
removing part of the structural barriers facing the
sector.

In the meeting with the heads of the three

branches followed a specialized session on
5th November, 2025, held at the Ministry of
Communications at the invitation of Dr. Seyyed
Sattar Hashemi. President Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian
and around ten members of the cabinet attended

the earlier session, where startup founders and
digital economy leaders emphasized the need for
stronger governmental support, more effective
regulatory facilitation, and reinforcement of
national digital infrastructure.

During that first meeting, several of the challenges
raised by industry representatives were deemed
to require cross-branch coordination involving
the legislative and judicial authorities. In response,
the President pledged to host a direct meeting
with the heads of the other two branches to
ensure the concerns could be addressed without
intermediaries—a commitment that was fulfilled
with the Ministry’s follow-up.

On 15th November 2025, President Masoud
Pezeshkian hosted Parliament Speaker
Mohammad-Bagher Ghalibaf, Judiciary Chief

Gholamhossein Mohseni-Ejei, Communications
Minister Seyyed Sattar Hashemi, and executives
from major digital economy companies. During
the two-hour session, industry leaders outlined

their concerns regarding regulatory obstacles,
legal uncertainties, inconsistent policymaking,
and challenges affecting the scalability of online
services. After reviewing these concerns, the
heads of the three branches agreed on a set
of actions intended to address several of the
reported barriers.

This gathering marks the first joint meeting
between digital economy stakeholders and the
heads of all three branches of government. It
represents a continuation of the dialogue initiated
by the Ministry of Communications, a process
that has now advanced into an inter-branch
decision-making stage one that could accelerate
the resolution of long-standing challenges across
Iran’s digital ecosystem.
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