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Iran has opened the first phase of its largest solar power
plant as part of a massive government program to expand
renewables capacity in the country.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian used a video link to
open a 120 megawatt (MW) unit of the Aftab Shargh solar
farm in the central province of Isfahan.

Iran’s minister of industries Mohammad Atabak and
senior local officials attended a ceremony in Kuhpayeh,
in the east of the province of Isfahan, to inaugurate the
facility.

Iran Opens First Phase of 600 MW Solar Plant in Isfahan

Aftab Shargh (meaning Sunlight of the East in
Persian) will become Iran’s largest and most
technologically advanced solar power plant
when it reaches a full electricity generation
capacity of 600 MW by March 2027.

The power plant has been built by Mobarakeh
== Steel Company, the largest steel maker in the
West Asia region. According the reports, the
@ company had provided some 305 million
euros in funding for the project.

The power plant had created 3,000 jobs for
local people during its construction period,
adding that the facility will employ 70 people
on a permanent basis after the launch of its
first phase.

The province of Isfahan, which is one of the
most industrial regions in Iran, has emerged as a key
player in Iran's plans to increase its renewable electricity
generation capacity by 30,000 MW in the next four years.
The province currently has 240 MW of solar farms
and plans to expand them by more than 470 MW by
February.

Local authority said Isfahan plans to meet a target of
5,300 MW of solar capacity by 2029 which will account
for nearly a third of Iran’s total solar capacity at that time.

4

Iran Charts a Strategic Path in Quantum Technology Development

Iran's Vice Presidency for Science, Technology, and
Knowledge-Based Economy has launched a comprehensive
initiative to support quantum technology as the country
prepares for a transformative role in the global digital
future.

With the global race toward quantum innovation
accelerating, Iran’s entry into this field signals a strategic
national shift toward high-tech self-reliance and future-
oriented economic development. The designation of 2025
as the “Year of Quantum” underscores the urgency for
countries like Iran to invest in this disruptive and security-

critical  technology, which s
poised to revolutionize sectors
from communication to energy
and medicine.

The Vice Presidency stresses that
quantum technology requires
deep interdisciplinary expertise in
physics, mathematics, computer
science, and engineering. “This
is a long-term process that
demands heavy investment in
infrastructure,  software,  and
international cooperation,” the
statement reads.

Quantum  technology blends
physics, engineering, and
computing to enable ultra-secure
communication, high-speed
processing, and advanced sensing capabilities. Quantum
computers can solve problems that are intractable for
classical systems, while quantum sensors enhance medical
diagnostics, and quantum communication offers security
beyond traditional encryption.

The global quantum technology market is projected to
exceed 1$ trillion by 2035, with leading countries already
investing billions. Iran’s scientific foundations in photonics,
theoretical mathematics, and physics provide a springboard
for advancement.
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